
MITEZ pays its respect to the traditional custodians and elders of this 

country and acknowledges the more than 60,000 years of First Nations 

knowledge and their continuing connection to land, sea and community.

Maria James
MITEZ CEO

AusIMM Townsville
August 2026



The MITEZ Corridor

Driving Regional Prosperity



As one of  Australia’s 

largest resource and 

infrastructure 

corridors to domestic 

and global markets, 

the MITEZ corridor 

mines, processes, 

grows and exports in-

demand commodities.

        The MITEZ corridor



One Inextricably Linked Corridor

Resources · Agriculture · Tourism · Infrastructure · Domestic & Export Markets

900km
Mount Isa to 

Townsville

$22.6B
Gross Regional 

Product

4.2%
of Queensland’s 

Gross State Product

16%
of Queensland's 

Land Area

7  Local Government Areas

Mount Isa · Cloncurry · McKinlay · Richmond · Flinders · Charters Towers · Townsville



Strategic and Critical Minerals

Cobalt

Copper

Gold

Graphite

Lead

Molybdenum

Phosphate

REE

Rhenium

Silver

Vanadium

Yttrium

Zinc 



A Corridor of Globally Significant Resources

Base Metals · Strategic Minerals · Critical Minerals 

$700B
Total

Mineral

Resource

Value

5.0Bt
Vanadium

1.3Bt
Phosphate

3-6.0Mt
Rare Earth Oxides



Base Metals VanadiumHigh Analysis Fertiliser 

& Phosphate



Major 

Refineries



NWMP connected by 

Road  

and 

Rail

to

Port of Townsville



Port of Townsville

Expansion Project:

6 new berths

150ha reclamation



coupled with burgeoning 

renewable resources 



Live:  Gas fired and Renewables

Pipeline:  Transmission line and Renewables



Live

Diamantina Power Station
242MW

Dugald River Solar
88MW

Kennedy Energy Park
43MW wind 15MW solar 2MW storage



Pipeline

CopperString 

2032
1000km 

Transmission Line 

Townsville to Mt Isa

Sybella Creek Solar Farm
77MW 

Gawara Baya Wind Project

400MW 

Dugald River Wind Project 
144MW and BESS 



Pipeline

Bogunda Energy Hub
850MW wind 500MW solar 500MW BESS

Mount James Wind Farm
1000MW

North Queensland Super Hub

Wongalee 1.4GW & Prairie 800MW 

Cameron Downs Energy Park

1.5GW



a flourishing agricultural industry 



Significant 

beef and 

live cattle 

production 

and export

Expanding 

irrigated 

and 

dryland 

cropping

Developing 

fish 

and 

prawn 

farming

Emerging 

biomass 

and 

renewable 

fuel crops

A Corridor that is Diversifying

   Beef · Cotton & Grain · Biofuels · Aquaculture



• NWMP well positioned to meet critical/strategic minerals 

demand as the world transitions to renewables.

• MITEZ corridor well positioned geographically for renewables 

and can leverage from CopperString to unlock potential.

• Well established logistic supply chains from west to east.

• Townsville well positioned to value-add through processing and 

manufacturing.

• Renewable energy projects already in place.

Endless Opportunity in the MITEZ Corridor



• Reliable, affordable and sustainable energy 

• Competitive, cost-effective and resilient freight 

logistics 

• Water availability, certainty and security  

• End-to-end value chain optimisation 

• Compelling, robust and profitable investment 

environment 

• Regulatory reforms and streamlined approvals process 

• Housing development and community infrastructure

MITEZ Strategic Priorities



Member-Based Advocacy

Coalition of industry · local government · community

50+
Member 

Organisations

8
Industry 

Categories

7
LGA 

Members

Driving economic development across the MITEZ  corridor



MITEZ 
Top 
Priorities



Energy





From 1 July 2027, the 20% domestic reservation is expected to place 
sustained downward pressure on gas prices, protect industry and 
households from global price volatility, and safeguard Australia’s 
energy security by addressing looming supply shortfalls.



The $200 million North West Energy Fund will support local generation 
and storage solutions — in partnership with the private sector — across 
Mt Isa, Cloncurry, Julia Creek and Richmond. This will deliver improved 
reliability and lower energy prices by increasing supply across those 
regions.



CopperString
QIC will deliver the Eastern Link of 
CopperString with major construction 
commencing by 2028 and commercial 
operations by 2032 (subject to 
approvals). 
On-the-ground works will commence 
at the $225 million Flinders Substation 
in 2026 which will feed new 
generation across the Flinders Shire 
into the Eastern Link of CopperString, 
connecting to the NEM.  
In March, Powerlink progressed 
preliminary works on the Flinders 
Substation, releasing the tender for 
bulk earthworks at the site which are 
due to commence in the later part of 
the year.



Water

MITEZ representation 
on both
Stakeholder Advisory 
Group (SAG)
And
Working Group (WG)



Freight

Logistics



Two projects ready to go from the NWMP as part of a jointly funded US deal: 
• A resource common user facility outside of Townsville can be used to 

supercharge explorers and miners to get their products to market faster for $37 
million. 

• A $227 million capital injection on the Mount Isa to Townsville rail line, which 
can open up untapped opportunities for the North West and make it viable to 
get critical minerals to market quickly and reliably. 



Advocating for improved Reliability, 
Resilience and Productivity:
• Open access intermodal 
• Speed uplifts
• Increased structural gauge
• Flooding resilience
• Improved recovery after disruptions 



Sovereign

Capability





Advocating for long-term, corridor-wide Plan:
• Transformation Framework
• Investment Framework
• Common user processing and repurposing opportunities
• Transformation Partnership





Thank You

ceo@mitez.com.au
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